Proposed Changes to the By-Laws of the Manistee County 4-H Livestock Council
October 20, 2026 – Discussion

Article II – Purpose, Section 1:
Current: 
To establish and maintain the standards necessary to run a successful educational program for Manistee County 4-H youth involved in livestock projects (beef cattle, dairy cattle, goats, poultry, rabbits, sheep, and swine).
PROPOSED CHANGE: 
To establish and maintain the standards necessary to run a successful educational program for Manistee County 4-H  and surrounding areas (Benzie & Lake County) youth involved in livestock projects (beef cattle, dairy cattle, goats, poultry, rabbits, sheep, and swine).
Article III: Membership, Section 8
Current:
Regarding council membership on all 3 councils (Advisory, Horse, and Livestock), attempts should be made to encourage a balanced gender/racial mix, reflective of the current county population and program membership.  The ultimate decision is dependent upon election results as per the votes cast by each council for its new member candidates.
PROPOSED CHANGE:
Regarding Council membership, attempts should be made to encourage a balanced gender/racial mix, reflective of the current county population and program Club membership.
Article IV: Officers, Section 2:
CURRENT:
All adult members of the council shall be eligible for election to any office.  The office of treasurer may only be held by a registered adult Manistee 4-H leader.
PROPOSED CHANGE:
All adult members of the council shall be eligible for any office. The office of treasurer may be held by any registered Gold Volunteer in good standing. Per MSU Extensions best practices recommendations, all officers must have reached the age of 21 before being nominated and serving.
Article IV: Officers, Section 3
CURRENT:
At the October council meeting, the president will ask each council member to return in November with a nomination for each of the four (4) offices. (The person nominated shall have given consent beforehand to serve in that capacity if elected.) Voting of the nominations shall be done by ballot.
PROPOSED CHANGE:
At the October council meeting, the president will ask each council member to return in November with a nomination for each of the four (4) offices. (The person nominated shall have given consent beforehand to serve in that capacity if elected.) Voting of the nominations shall be done by ballot.
Article VI: Voting, Section 3
CURRENT:
It is the decision of the Manistee County 4-H Advisory Council that there will be no phone voting on council matters or issues that require council attention.  (Advisory Council January 2008)
PROPOSED CHANGE:
It is the decision of the Manistee County 4-H Advisory Council that there will be no phone voting on council matters or issues that require council attention.  (Advisory Council January 2008)
Article VII: Financial, Section 5: 
CURRENT:
Accurate records of all donations will be kept by the council treasurer, and every effort will be made to acknowledge these gifts in writing and publicly at council sponsored events by the secretary and vice-president.
PROPOSED CHANGE:
Accurate records of all monetary donations will be kept by the council treasurer, and every effort will be made to acknowledge these gifts in writing and publicly at council sponsored events by a current council member.
Article IX: Meetings, Section 1
CURRENT:
The Livestock Council will usually meet the third Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m.
PROPOSED CHANGE:
The Livestock Council will usually meet the third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m.
Article IX: Meetings, Section 4
CURRENT:
In the event that a quorum is not present (see Article VI, Section 1), voting on any issue is prohibited, but a discussion of current issues may take place.
PROPOSED CHANGE:
In the event that a quorum is not present (see Article VI, Section 1), voting on any issue is prohibited, but a discussion of current issues may take place.

The above are proposed changes to the Manistee County 4-H Livestock Council By-Laws up for discussion at the October meeting on Tuesday, October 20, 2026 at 7:00p at the Manistee County Road Commission Building.
